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Dear Ms. Searcy:

Viacom International Inc. ("Viacom"), by its attorneys
and pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's
rules, hereby submits an original and one copy of this
memorandum regarding an exempt .x parte presentation to the
Commission's staff. The information was filed at the
request of the Commission's staff and related to viacom's
c9mments, reply comments and further reply comments filed
in response to the Notices of Proposed Rule Making released
by the Commission which sought comment on the
implementation of the Cable Television Consumer Protection
and Competition Act of 1992.

Relevant to this matter, a copy of the attached
document was delivered on this date to James Coltharp,
William Johnson, John Hollar, Robert Corn-Revere, Alexandra
Wilson, Jacqueline Chorney and Lauren Belvin of the Mass
Media Bureau. It should be noted that, although as an
exempt §X parte presentation the provisions of
Section 1.1203 do not apply (~ 47 CFR S 1.1203(b», to
the extent any of the material contained herein could be
construed as applying to MM Docket No. 92-264, the
information was submitted to the aforementioned individuals
prior to the release of the "Sunshine Agenda" in that
docket.
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Kindly direct any questions regarding this matter to
the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

wak~h~~
WDJ/rr
Enclosure
cc: James Coltharp

William Johnson
John Hollar
Robert Corn-Revere
Alexandra Wilson
Jacqueline Chorney
Lauren Belvin
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Mr. James Coltharp
The Federal Communications commission
Room 844
1919 M street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Jim:

Pursuant to your request, we are enclosing a fact-sheet
dealing with the carriage of C-Span on Viacom cable systems.

Sincerely,

LWS:lmb

Enclosure

cc: William Johnson
John Hollar
Bob Corn-Revere
Sandy Wilson

Secrest, III
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VIACOM CABLE - C-SPAN

Decidina wbich exiSliq .me. to drop in order to make room for must carry broIcIcIlIa'I WU
(and continua to be) diffieu1t. In addition to eumininl euatomer pretereac:e. blJancjq our
contract obUaaDOIlI, and conliderin. the overall mix of programmin. on each system, Viacom
faced the following conflicting factors:

1. Preservina the -no frills- bMldcast basic service while continuina the ability to
voluntarily implement tier buy-throup in all Vilcom systems.

2. Bulletin. continpncy plans not only for -must carries" identified as ofJune 2, but
.a1Io for qualified non-eommercial SIItions which could elect after June 2.

For example, in the Bast Bay syltem. Viacom icleDtified four I&ationa which (baled on the
information then available) had to be added OIl JUDe 2. plus an additional 3 which miaht have
to be added after June 2, if they requa&ed and qualified for must carry. Therefore, we
developed contingency plana fOf' addinl up to leY. broadcutal, and eliminatinl up to IeVeD

exiltin& services, in the But Bay system. DepencIina 011 which continaCDCy 'SbW1y OCCUR,
each particular lel'Yioe faced with the possibility of deletion or channel sharing mayor may not
be affected.

Viacom CU1"1'eIltly carda C-SPAN I part time ill tbree syltCml and full time in the rest.
ViICOm'. loals specifica1ly reprdina C-SPAN wae tint, to bcp it on 11 least part time in 111
ViKom systems, and second, to carry it as part of the same tier of servioe where euatomerI
currently find C-SPAN.

At ",rnt, the caniap and poIitioning of C-SPAN bas not cbuaed from that prior to June 2,
and C-SPAN is not sharin& with Playboy in any ViKom IYstem. This it due either to the effect
of Viacom's TRO, or the tact that we have not bad to move far enou.h down the list of
contingent planl in any system to pick up tbiI option.

While C-SPAN, Wee IId1 .mce Viacom carries, "loyal tan., it i. not hiahly rated cwerall,
compared to other 1Cl'Vioes. Yet C-SPAN pmvidIIa valuable public 1a'Yice, repre••tina the
cable indusuy's commitment to national public attain pIQInI...i.... In systems wbcre mUll
carry bas a larp impIct, C-SPAN and other zUcbI .me. (iDdudinl IeVaI1 pay-per-view
Channell) were identitled U paIeIltial drops or for IIIIIed chID_I. Viacom decided, u a matter
of policy. to preserve C-SPAN at least part time in all systems.

Dains this mecbaniQlly hi thole systems where C-SPAN it currently put of the basic tier, while
pteIeI'ViDa both the bRIIdcut basic tier and the IbiJity of~ to purchue pnmium
.me.. directly flom die bIIic tier, praeIlca uaMiue problem.. C-SPAN could .... wilh
anotber satellite cable .-vice, but then it would ba've 10 be pa.eod on a trapped upper tier, GOt
bl'Oldcut basic. So Viacom bid to find a .w:e carded mP!*~ die tripi, which .... a PII't
time service. Playboy meetI the definition; it 11 • ev.dnp only ICI'IJnbled IClVice wllich
enab1ea the primary daytime portion of C-SPAN to be carried duriDl the rat of die day. C·
SPAN can't share with a bl'Oldcut slaw, because Viacom is Mquircd to carry broIdcuaen full
time.



Pile 2

Therefore, the best "fltll which enablea put time caniI&e of C-SPAN on blOIdca" buic. is to
pair it with a put time, 1CnIIlb1ed premium service such u Playboy. All customers act the c
SPAN sianaI durinl its prime daytime (often live) hours. They can tape it for later viawin, at
their convenience. At the atart of Playboy's eveniDa feed. the shared channelscrantblea. and
only those customers who subscribe to Playboy can receive that Danai.

Por your information. Playboy already shares chunelt in a Dumber of Vilcom IYJtemI; for
example, with the Calitomia Cbannel in East Bay, with ICCSM (a PBS station) in PiUlbura, with
CNBC in Dayton. and with Snak Preview and AmeriClil Disabilities Channel in San FrancilCO.
A complete list of all servica which share with Playboy is attached.

l
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Viacom cable
Services Shared With Playboy

SYSTEN SEPT 92 MAY 93 MUSTCAUY

san Francisco ADCITSNITRAV ADCn'SN/SNEAK (2) CSPAN

East Bay CNBC CAL CHAN CAL CHAN

Castro Valley CNBC CAL CHAN CAL CHAN

Napa SNEAK (2) SNBAX (2) SNEAIC (2)

Pittlbura ICCSM ICCSU [not shared]

Reddin. [!lOt carried] P&VUB(I) PREVUE (1)

salem CNBC CSPAN2 (3) CSPAN2 (3)

Pupt North CNBC (4) CNBC (4) CNBC (4)

Pu.et central CNBC (4) CNBC (4) CNBC (4)

PqetSouth PREVUE (1) PRBVUB (1) PREVUB (1)

Dayton CNBC CQC CNBC

Notes: (1) PUVUB also canied full time on itl own channel
(2) SNEAK alIo carried full time on ita own channel
(3) CSPAN 2 aIlO~ with CNBC
(4) CNBC also shared with PSNW


